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yesns i ého dark, imide 1he body of Massel Detgados
vt gustae Nox the Srvt putar be owned or played bet
e S gaar Ine ver ulde, e Bl of g, He w

{(amcen Romere dusics) guitae dan, fold epond Arde
Conthriw. O prongresnins Lasin rock band Ouvenard
ad LA rock san Low Lobos. The reguiste jaroche
yoms hene domid (he end of (he somanh bt "L Basmdy™
103 Dilgado imarumens.

13 yrars obd 3o kova o0 Seating b Geber's bencdhmurk
e ol g And wid M ey pusding, Dvigado maade o

O I Rl Pacheco swmi eight o sime
st rumenas from Candelas ey, the Dibgado fam-
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strumg weh ko srings and bnal wuth an eaire- derp
cuamay body

“IO i of & sapersien.” Dielgader saps of the
e, “They beleve i Melps impeone the sound of the
mstrumene It was ki of part of the covemony whes |
S o i Snished " Tantany, thw sespennnr was o o sand
i s workoabop — the firut puitar as midw e 10 cvery
Poitir At's comse sie

Barch, Sewch, famdy and tradmn aF play magor
rodes b the Bfe and carcer of Mansel Delgado. Junt
15, s MU ponng i hethien yeurs, B Ay conach
entoady carying on 2 Gy hevitage S stroaches
ek b o Bewst gt Tha's when Difgado’s grandts
thee and gwat -ancie opened thel fest gutar dhop i
Toerede, Mevicn Self cnnght, they wound up beilling
ot s of e it Srmanding geearian ia the workd
Selt d, ey ol 4 e Uniced
Scaes Dt wdl Drves in Lavt Lom Angries.

Along the way, the Delgado fumly has filled s col-

sl &hmo-&m' of bl (res
wd 'y wnigae b Loe
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inchaded oo cady Segovis bt s members of the

”l THE FARTROARD JOURNAL

Uy Do w3718 Conar Chaver Bivd. He sy the
presence of (he shop ba the meghbuorbond was e
ing 1o Latinos Mue Mimacll prowing up o Eau LA
Al the shup, be sew immiraments brveg sade 4 sell a0
logoes of mrioes Movicam Amercan makiom vho
hopped (here for bupo senton and pranas FHe (il the
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“1 have 3 clansacal pustar from therm that i the bew
e A e L
weed 3 I sy wadio i sey oy, people sy thar puter
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ever seuson, & hus that quaby tha's past g™

Daicano’s rarnes oo of cancer i lue 1998,
and W gramdloer paseed w 1gpe Manard Divigads
v conuadernd mosing sway while those pacraschs
werr alve. Bt six yrars ago be saevied songeriner sl
songry fule Movewyham, whose meerest o Nasvie
fed the couple 00 wpeoet. He left & lurge family snd (he
whp heband s bnierveend sy

“B wan 3 grieving peocom.” Diigade seys. “% i
srally vt e mapporting her and wanting het 1o go
afvew tver dcem. And | Soet Mhe, bn mrrun, Good b kind
of blened me bocanse 1 went Soom hiving the soowe-
St and selling the mrings and doing e picks ad
Al thae vo going Dack 10 what | love, which in pust the
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Delgado speaks wieh s enthusiseic, infoctou
spermaaiiny when e sedpect i bilding srmgrd
sontrumenss. His smbaions place qualey shove quan-
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ol Bghe o foor and B ond s way o do b S0 tha o
o b whae | lose shout whae | do. Aad iy anfortunate
bocmese poople dont baew Bhere are sl s remest
Dedilon e do i thas way S0 they expect that whem
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o overamenen & day, ey Touok st wivan you o sl ey
kind of want 2 coopare price-wine, ead there b 00
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Delgado’s guitars aren’s incepensinr, rangag
froee pust wnder $1.000 for the smaller tendsonsl
struments vp %0 Bwee (s $10,000 for some of A
chasical modeln. He sy cach one tbes ot leaw 100
howrn, anad i0s all b Divigade wondn entinedy abhone,
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the Camberband Ky from downtomn (s oha vl
recencly was consadered the ity s over-che-tracks,
Son s g there- ot aight Jistriey, an enclise of home
reconding waduon, Bightpons, crescne professcnals
and entreperocers hus tahen rooe. Didgado’s hosse i
» daminntive Tidor sevival cortage on 3 Mimacically
harming wacet, 2 few blocks from Esse Nasheille's
Igpeet wnanad verne annd e Ovwdy o thae (ot of
the Langev wory of the seighborhood and of Nubifie's
recent Latioo i < Mamael conkd tever have greves
3 proged tecs hewe fove yean ago — Soes the mun in the

“I truly am somebody who builds
instruments by hand. And if you
wanted to kill all the electricity in
here, | could build you a guitar.”
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“If I'mn reslvng 00 geiting & certaie member out
evrry wavk, hen sene e e 10 oot hasegh wah
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100 maach sboss dhat 10 let thom go ot with 3 probleme.
And they harve o [eniome warranty ['ve sever Bl some
Doy say Oy dow's Be i, Bue if they &, T'd happly
buld them ancther coe ™
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Deigado grovns me at e Souw and 1ilies e by
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rvises mae upeiaies 3 the mmenke sandin where s wilfe
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The Sirst geitar be lete o play & 3 000 moded
e calle e Rosario, after bie prandmother. “Mast of
my geitars huve samen” be explaing. My lumonco
0 Monion, which b my sistee. My clasical s Marta,
whvich i ey move. My stocl atring b he Julie, my wite ”
Thhe ramees e CeTEam poesonaiin 1o vach

Chearly. herr aoe soonmes 10 be picked wp in
Manert Deigado’s warkobop out hack. He'd only s
ap e place cighe mont b peaw, and il vk bha s
Beiag Deuken a1 ie's bannbod Sve merueenes wecr
moving, inchading two imstreesests he'd sever tried
Seforr ~ 2 Dango ot 4 squane-aeck pua s in the Dobeo
wyle. Phosograph lise dhe walls, inchading somw (hat

reach Dok 1o The 2pgon, with bis gramdianher and gres-

i surronended by balf- fevnbod bnst rumests o dhent
then-sew Los Angries ravivinm

“And Segovia said, ‘No, no, no. A guitar is
like a woman: The way she is is the way

she is. Make me another one . ..

"My Sameaco gutan e koown Sor has g s o seally
sharp atinch and o beighe, beiBlans sonndd, and they e
very dhegam in look and vory tradiswnul bt yet dhey e
wrprimngly swromg. That's sy seer. | ool dowcride
Sor e onact i way™

If the 00 in & phay b0 sofien e g, & works
Topped wih bowr clow sprace and backed in mubog -
sy with 3 shbele tobacoo wasibwrst, #'s o fngerseylia’s
cw best friend, fewhorweight bar very wocal sad
responsiny. Aho oo band s 3 Sccednought be ool
“The Healer.™ mipired, he sos. by windving seversl
of s Camdly anvmbors Sarrle cancer and 3 vell miece
wragghe with dubetes. This partiouler guicar s pang
00 B shgned by sar maskciann sad raffied off for char-
wy, something Dilgado han dooe swovesefully Sefbone
Tralend shadone forme tivs srmnd e sonncihole, = &
dewagn that wuggents the Americas Southwest. Iy buse
segivter s abmost shockingly aggrrsnive, like mooes
Mk e s grand paso.

A bund ww sod 3 couple of ekt sanders we the
ot comepecwons sods (0 1o haabigy Moudy wha
e s ks v acko of wood rare Brasibas sosewond.
weveral inds of spruce, Hosdut o mabsgany, budeings
and Pdo Escrion, s Mevcan rosewood s memed for e
hghly Sgured grans.

“Tim Sortamate thae | have & bt of people Shar have
done businrss with sy facher ad oy grandfaher,
Fom o to oot rally o woimed, aggrd wond” e sayn 1
Jon't aved A mach maseral | gou dby v

Greouiy, 10r The Degade

g, daoe & and (hem pest ot & ewiy and forgrt s
wevery pras 50T home Mrasnilan resewood tha people
sonadips v spending hounends of dellery for. And
W worth that bt D e grdag v ) Cesaeet
O Docaune | was ablc 1o got & at 2 betrer price.”
Mannacd gty 00 5 denim apeon tha's growa wiff
wnlier s oount of wood e Hie potans oot some of the
progects on b beach on & typecd Fridey shermam A
Bameron Eaitar i 4 s sardy wages. He's bogun an
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“I’'m going to want to know things about
you. | want to know where you're from,
what your likes are. . . . It's got to be a
custom-built instrument to where you feel
like it’s an extension of you.”









when Oy codlopmed The Deigaden choned dhe Mreer
0 front of the wone and sobd raffie tickans 1o win the
putat Ooomali played & free show. Abogrether, they
raived mony s $15.000.

TS A Lovuin sans par when Doeturn oo Dviigade’s
*-lh”hhapubchhhm
s of the meighberbood. He hax
-nﬁmh;n.—-«hmmd
the wockd, an »la g
wu.wwmnm
josaed by 3 murdy but noady imvislbie ghae jolmt — &
podygon of hon hesber, will Gukdly rough 1o the towch,
chean i ling and whie |1 mady o pleavag boal whwe
Fhaocked on it b Dilgade lan') 3 top-tapper. Noe s
ot 40 oberssive mwasanry. He saps he's sone Rikely 10
g« 10p by ford than with cabpers. He cabes off s
e e Tt ageom and gars & ) e
Dibpt-u-&u&u.umm
wheo can punde & sodene without
GMMMMIMN
patar’s conter b with & poncil, dhen trace the body
g foom o parcale Daurd templive, 3w smple
enough 50 fnd dhe comaer of where the soundbole war
pring v e and phangr o drill e theough dhe dop imeo s
hand work bound us s paide pose. Then | sk the adge
of e soundhole and the concentric rimgs for o thin
Bl e
Now the tricks of obd Mexko come o play
Diclgade palle o shand of mibinginy ont of s sirap
bim wnd drdls 2 hole bn one end of ke, 0 k& can pin
whond o he dell b peg, Ot comes & Guirly ordinary
hobby hnife, snd be shows e how 30 o0l & groows
i the top of the soscwsod scrap uald the blade jum
s v the other w0 Ohe spruce sop. The
blade hungs shere bie 3 swond in dhe mone s we swid
the ctwlie bt effioctive sooringlowiing device in ever
devper circien wooad the &nill bie
“And o you brrsk 4 few Made, 'y coul bocame that s
Ut sy way youor piag 1 hnow how wng and how
fraghe it 1" saps Diclgadio. & somumds mwe of somerbing
e skl e b bs sppent ordup w o s fder “He
would acoually lot o nun some things pest 20 learn*
Sull, Foe vy coreil st 10 rm s hovely spewce iop.

We sepesced this process » Ml dosen camer
wound each provedmand circemferesce. Then he
wasches 11 | o wood e 19 gouge ow e grooves.
T inver ring orns ont & Dot wisdier |han wr iendod,
w0 Defgado recommends two sripe of greew inlay
ivwend of the ove wr'd planmcd for. To mube the wrige
lable g 10 hered pons o 40 anw Mok nkper
Yous ruet them through your moeth. The fear of splis-
orn i Bt . Bt e s, dvicasad By wod ghae,
whp mae thew b withous mech cedeal

The wider cuner ring proves more Sificuds; '
wory eary te MY Mok of wood off the sop of the gutar,
Diddgado sestores dhom 8o the sop with & tiny dollop
of ghee. | wet some wider devonmine parfing, whivh
sewats boading Delgado encourages me cmwand, 1ol
g e s O 10 hang e wirign it Uhese proove with
e handie of sne of s homme- it knives, 1 cu of e
parfiing ot & point that socom right to complere the
chache o make 3 0ot 1o gy josew ot Uhe b, 4 place
thut will mencifully be comerod with 2 frerbourd.

The Bl wirpe are whetr the st blossons inte
mugic | puss the top through + wide bok under, which
aves e enorm put flng ofF e cop and makies o Dash,
weamdions rownte. Then wie redoaw i bosdy dhapee, snd

Ion hund ke 00 shave swiy muone of the
wonnd onsmnde (he lomen. | e Ohen dhres e b bowie &
soagher bek mander s pene the wop almost 10 kr perfocs
Py shagee.

Finally, be podle out 3 jar of varnih. Whos | paios
# M0 over my sosetie, ® gliatena, snd the constants
ommerge. W' & thwibing nd 50 an alseady evivacedinary
encounter. Holding “wn " sop, [ floel 5 rusk of emocion:
Tt Sonand wew g imee o procens 1'd dhwigs Wl o
par with akcheney.

ot ke 00 Bcfiene it Mamael Diedgadio and hen
fefiow sradiional tuahiers arv Born (305 3 wisandly s
of poogle mox quite bhe the rest of un. Bet | also sermee
(thanks 1o Didgada’s compundyy for e mon St o
e woukd-be i) hat thin art s ceaft be s foind of
s oo el B o b benrned and & oon be pence
soed, bot o you 200 90 Ive wp 90 the staadands of dhe
masters « (hose whe ase sell ving and becehing ind
Base wha've gone on 10 devp with 1he ranthosaskos
« you muse dedicate your b o 3 perest. §
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